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TO  THE 


TIVERTON 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1951. 


Section  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 

Area:  1 14,139  Acres. 

Population,  estimated:  20,950  (R.G.’s  Mid- 1950 

Estimate; 

Rateable  Value:  £80,338. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:  £342. 

Social  Conditions.  Agriculture  being  the  chief  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants,  conditions  are,  on  the  whole,  good. 

Slaughtering  Industries.  Government  Slaughterhouse, 
Tiverton  Junction,  and  C.  &  T.  Harris  (Caine)  Ltd., 
Tiverton  Junction. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total.  M. 

F. 

Live  1 
Births  1 

f  Legitimate  336  166 

[  Illegitimate  12  6 

170  j 
61 

f  Birth  Rate  per  1000 
[  the  population — 16*7 

Still  i 
Births  1 

f  Legitimate  7  4 
f  Illegitimate  —  — 

il 

\  Rate  per  1000  total 
[  births— 20*1 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

• 

18*37  per  1000 

Deaths 

342  119 

123<j 

r  Crude  Death  Rate  per 
1000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population— 
164 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

0  e 

13*7 

Deaths  from  diseases  &  accidents  f  from  sepsis  ..  Nil 
of  pregnancy  and  child-birth  \  from  other  causes  Nil 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . ,  ••  31 '6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  32'7 

Illegitimate  infants  deaths  under  one  . .  . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  1 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  1 

, ,  , ,  (3  ci*  n  c  e  r  • »  •  *  •  *  . .  • .  3  2 


Statistics  for  England  and  Wales. 

Births  per  1,000  of  population 

Deaths 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 


Live 

Still 


15*5 

036 

125 

29-6 


Excessive  Mortality  during  the  Year. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  in  1949  were  40,  in  1950  were  43. 
In  1951  there  were  32  deaths  from  Cancer  and  these  occurred 
as  follows  : — 
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Stomach 

Males. 

2 

Females. 

2 

Bronchus 

2 

1 

Breast  . . 

•  «  - 

6 

Uterus  . . 

«  •  - 

2 

Others  . . 

13 

4 

17 

15  =  Total  of  32. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

1.  Nursing  in  the  Home.  No  change. 

2.  Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Area.  The 

District  Nurses,  of  which  there  are  16,  act  in  this 
capacity. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities.  Clinical  material  is  examined 

at  the  County  Laboratories  as  before,  also  at  the 
Pathological  Department,  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter 
Hospital. 

4.  Legislation  in  Force.  There  has  been  no  major  change 

during  the  past  year  with  regard  to  Legislation 
in  Force  throughout  the  Area. 

5.  The  Tiverton  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  The 

Tiverton  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  now 
used  by  the  Hospital  Board  for  recovery  cases 
from  Tiverton  District  and  from  the  Royal  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hospital.  Cases  requiring  isolation  now 
go  to  Whipton  Isolation  Hospital,  Exeter. 

General  Surgical  and  Medical  Cases  are  admitted  to  Tiverton 
and  „  District  Hospital  or  the  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital.  Both  Hospitals  have  consider¬ 
able  waiting  lists,  more  especially  in  the  latter, 
and  consequently  accommodation  cannot  be  con¬ 
sidered  adequate. 

Maternity  Cases.  The  majority  are  admitted  to  the  Tiverton 
and  District  Hospital,  admission  being  controlled 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Applications  are 
usually  in  excess  of  accommodation. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 
the  year  1951,  giving  age  incidence. 


Age 

Periods 

Scarlet  j 

Fever  j 

Diph¬ 

theria 

V\  hoop¬ 
ing 

Cough 

Measles  j 

1  Pneu-  1 
|  monia  j 

Ery¬ 

sipelas 

- - 

Para 

;  Typhoid 

Dysen¬ 

tery 

(Sonn£) 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Menin¬ 

gitis 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Acute 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

Acute  I 

Ence¬ 
phalitis  1 

0—  1 

8 

7 

2 

1—  3 

— 

— 

18 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—  5 

1 

— 

27 

126 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5- 

-10 

2 

— 

35 

228 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

1 

— 

2 

22 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

15- 

-25 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

25—30 

1 

— 

3 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30—35 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

35—45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-  over 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

22 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

- - 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

— 

93 

1 

459 

42 

7 

— 

10 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1951. 


Age 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Periods- 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

PulmonarY 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  ! 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  up 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

j 

Total 

1 

4 

I 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

j  1 

All  the  above  deaths  have  been  notified  according 
to  the  Regulations. 
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Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62.  No  action  was 
taken  during  the  year. 


Section  B  -SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies. 

Public  supplies  have  been  generally  satisfactory  as 
regards  quality  throughout  the  year,  but  difficulty  was 
experienced  at  times  of  peak  consumption  in  some  of  the 
areas  served  by  the  Regional  Scheme,  due  to  distribution 
difficulties.  Measures  are  under  consideration  to  overcome 
these  defects  by  augmenting  the  scheme  with  a  further 
intake  of  treated  water  at  Stapley,  near  Churchstanton.  and 
to  duplicate  some  of  the  lengths  of  main. 

Water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  have 
been  taken  at  intervals  from  the  Regional  Scheme,  the 
Hampton  Scheme,  the  Morebath  Village  Scheme,  the  Wash- 
field  Village  Scheme  and  the  Oakford  Village  Scheme,  and 
apart  from  a  slight  variation  in  the  purity,  the  Village 
Schemes  have  proved  satisfactory.  Chlorination  of  the 
supplies  is  carried  out  on  the  Regional  and  the  Hampton 
Schemes. 

A  new  water  scheme  has  been  installed  for  the  Village 
of  Blackborough,  which  is  now  in  operation. 

Extensions  have  been  made  to  the  Regional  Scheme 
supplying  a  large  area  around  Mutterton  and  Westcott. 
The  extension  also  helps  to  improve  the  supply  to  Brad- 
ninch,  Silverton  and  Thorverton. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
to  provide  a  scheme  to  supply  Hockworthy  and  Staple 
Cross  with  water,  and  it  is  proposed  to  tap  this  supply  and 
lay  an  extension  to  serve  the  Village  of  Clayhanger  in  the 
area  of  the  North  Devon  Water  Hoard. 

No  great  progress  can  be  reported  on  the  scheme  to 
extend  the  Regional  Scheme  to  Hutterleigh  and  Bickleigh, 
the  Ministry  requiring  further  technical  details.  In  an 
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effort  to  speed  up  the  supply  to  Butterleigh,  a  scheme  has 
been  prepared  and  submitted  for  the  Village  of  Butterleigh, 
based  on  a  local  spring  and  not  involving  the  extension  of 
the  Regional  Mains. 

During  the  year,  the  following  premises  have  been 
connected  to  mam  supplies 

Domestic  Premises  192 

Trade  Premises  61  (metered 

-  supplies) 

Total  of  New  Consumers  during  year  . .  253 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  consumers  on 
the  Council’s  Water  Scheme  throughout  the  district 

No.  of 

Approx.  No.  of  Dwelling 
Population  Dwelling  Houses 

Parishes  with  a  Estimated  Supplied  Houses  Supplied  by 

Main  Water  Supply  Population  from  Mains  Connected  Stand- pipes 


Bampton 

1592 

996 

328 

30 

Bradninch 

1792 

1342 

448 

— 

Burlescombe 

687 

326 

109 

— 

Cullompton 

3073 

2240 

762 

— 

Culmstock 

875 

424 

147 

— 

Halberton 

1302 

675 

229 

— 

Hemyock 

957 

489 

165 

— 

Holcombe  Rogus 

478 

215 

69 

- — 

Kentisbeare 

814 

322 

105 

3 

Morebath 

403 

40 

13 

10 

Oakford 

444 

60 

19 

4 

Sampford  Peverell 

730 

465 

153 

— 

Silverton 

1129 

956 

314 

35 

Thorverton 

874 

497 

169 

— 

Uffculme 

1672 

1184 

382 

— 

Uplowman 

316 

102 

32 

— 

Washfield 

315 

80 

25 

— - 

Willand 

930 

693 

220 

7 

Totals : 

18,383 

11,106 

3,689 

89 
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Sewerage. 


Parish. 

Bampton. 

Bickleigh. 

Bradninch. 

Burlescombe. 

Butterleigh. 

Cadbury. 

Cadeleigh. 

Clayhanger. 

Clayhidon. 

Cruwys 

Morchard. 


Estimated 

Details.  Population. 

The  new  sewage  works  and  outfall  is  1592 
complete  with  the  exception  of  the 
pumps,  which  are  being  delivered  in 
May,  1952. 

The  village  is  partly  sewered  and  dis-  200 
posal  is  by  means  of  a  septic  tank, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  carry  out  im¬ 
provements,  including  the  provision  of 
a  filter  bed,  in  the  near  future. 

There  are  two  outfalls  at  Hele  Road  1792 
and  Pottersfield,  near  the  Manor  House. 
Treatment  is  by  settling  tanks  and 
broad  irrigation.  If  the  Clyst  and 
Culm  Valley  Scheme  comes  into  being, 
provision  should  be  made  to  connect 
up  these  two  outfalls. 

The  existing  sewers  discharge  into  687 
septic  tanks  and  the  effluent  runs  into 
irrigation  channels. 

No  sewerage  scheme.  Mainly  pail  96 
closets. 

Conservancy.  157 

Partly  sewered.  Disposal  by  septic  162 
tank  and  filter  bed. 

No  sewerage  system.  Mainly  pail  136 
closets. 

No  sewerage  scheme.  Drainage  is  483 
disposed  of  by  septic  tanks  where 
W.C’s.  have  been  installed. 

Conservancy,  mainly  pails.  Nuisances  463 
have  been  reported  in  the  small  built 
up  area  at  Nomansland  and  it  is 
recommended  that  a  small  scheme  be 
installed  to  serve  this  area. 


9 


Parish. 

Cullompton. 


Culmstock. 


Halberton. 


Hemyock. 


Hock  worthy. 


Estimated 

Details.  Population. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  settlement  3073 
tanks  and  percolating  filters.  A  full 
time  man  is  employed  to  maintain  this 
system.  Considerable  i rouble  is  still 
being  experienced  with  the  tannery 
effluent  at  the  sewage  works.  The 
lower  sewer  which  runs  alongside  the 
mill  leat  becomes  flooded  in  the  winter 
months,  owing  to  the  infiltration  of 
surface  water  and  this  will  require 
attention  in  the  future.  There  is  no 
sewer  serving  the  lower  part  of  Station 
Road,  Stoneyford  and  East  Culm. 
During  the  year  one  of  the  filter  beds 
was  rebuilt  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
other  one  will  be  rebuilt  during  1952. 

The  existing  works  are  inadequate  and  875 
a  new  scheme  is  required.  Messrs. 
Harvey,  McGill  &  Hayes,  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers,  have  prepared 
a  scheme,  which  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  in  the  near  future.  Pro¬ 
vision  has  been  made  to  include  the 
hamlet  of  Hillmoor,  where  conditions 
are  very  bad. 

This  scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  1302 
Ministry  and  authority  has  been  given 
for  the  preparation  of  Bills  of  Quanti¬ 
ties.  It  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will 
be  put  out  to  tender  early  in  1952. 

There  is  a  sewerage  scheme  with  an  957 
unsatisfactory  outfall.  At  some  future 
date  a  proper  disposal  plant  will  be 
required  to  serve  this  area. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  the  Council  201 
Houses  are  built  at  Staple  Cross  a  small 
scheme  will  be  installed  to  serve  this 
area. 


IO 


Parish. 

Holcombe 

Rogus. 


Huntsham. 

Kentisbeare. 


Loxbeare. 

Morebath. 

Qakford. 

Sampford 

Peverell. 


Silverton. 


Stoodleigh. 

Templeton. 

Thorverton. 


Estimated 

Details.  Population. 

There  are  several  unsatisfactory  septic  478 
tanks  but  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  these  to  be  emptied  at  reg¬ 
ular  intervals  by  a  cesspool  emptier. 

An  extension  to  the  effluent  drain 
serving  four  Council  Houses  at  Holly 
Tree  was  carried  ou*t  during  the  year 
1951. 

Conservancy— mainly  pails.  183 

There  is  a  very  primitive  sewerage  814 

system  with  no  proper  disposal  works. 

A  sewerage  scheme  is  required.  A 
scheme  to  serve  24  Council  houses  and 
three  private  houses  is  working  satis¬ 
factorily. 

Conservancy — pails  and  septic  tanks.  159 

The  new  scheme  has  now  been  com-  403 
pleted  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Sewerage  scheme  with  septic  tank  and  444 

filter. 

The  scheme  prepared  by  the  Councils  730 

Consulting  Engineers  is  awaiting  Min¬ 
istry  approval.  Approval  has  been 
delayed  by  the  difficulty  in  the  acquis¬ 
ition  of  a  suitable  site  for  the  disposal 
works. 

Public  sewer  with  a  satisfactory  dis-  1129 

posal  works.  A  new  storm  overflow 
ditch  and  two  new  sludge  beds  will 
be  installed  during  1952. 

Conservancy — mainly  pails.  300 

Conservancy — mainly  pails.  155 

Public  sewerage  scheme  with  a  satis-  874 

factory  disposal  works. 


it 


Estimated 

Population. 


Parish.  Details. 

Uffculme.  Public  sewerage  scheme,  settling  tanks  1672 

and  broad  irrigation.  The  western 
end  of  the  village,  including  Russet 
Close,  Grantlands  and  Coldharbour,  is 
not  satisfactorily  sewered,  the  effluent 
passing  direct  into  the  mill  stream. 

The  Consulting  Engineers  have  pre¬ 
pared  a  scheme  to  serve  this  area  and 
for  various  improvements,  including  a 
new  disposal  works.  This  scheme  will 
be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  during 
the  vear  1952. 


Uplowman.  Conservancy.  Mainly  pails  and  septic  316 

tanks. 


Washfield.  Work  has  commenced  on  the  small  315 

scheme  to  deal  with  the  built  up  area 
around  the  Church. 


Willand.  The  new  sewerage  scheme  for  Willand  930 

is  still  awaiting  Ministry  approval. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  treatment  plants  have 
been  provided  for  isolated  Council  Estates  and,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Ministry  instructions,  the  settling  tanks  are 
emptied  at  regular  intervals  by  contractors.  Arrangements 
have  also  been  made  for  the  filter  beds  to  be  attended  to 
regularly,  part  time  local  labour  being  employed  for  this 
purpose. 


Shops  Acts. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  during 
the  year  under  review. 


Sanitation  of  Schools. 

Inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  and,  as  a 
result  of  informal  action,  the  County  Education  Committee 
has  provided  improvements  at  the  Ash  Thomas  County 
Primary  School. 


Smoke  Abatement. 


No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  twelve 
months  under  review7 . 


Swimming  Baths. 

During  the  year  several  visits  were  made  to  the  Swim¬ 
ming  Baths  at  Waterloo  Cross,  Uffculme.  The  water  is 
filtered  and  chlorinated  at  regular  intervals  and  samples 
taken  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  Council  is  now  operating  two  refuse  lorries  and 
refuse  is  collected  from  every  one  of  the  30  parishes  in  the 
district.  During  the  year  the  service  has  been  extended  to 
serve  additional  hamlets  and  small  groups  of  houses. 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  in  operation  in  the 
larger  villages  and  built-up  areas  in  the  district  and  fort¬ 
nightly  collections  in  the  small  out-lying  villages  and 
hamlets.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  ,  for  the 
collection  of  refuse  from  farms  and  isolated  groups  of 
houses,  provided  that  the  refuse  can  be  brought  to  a  central 
point  on  a  road  which  can  be  negotiated  by  the  refuse 
lorries. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  21,338  miles  was  covered  by 
the  two  vehicles  in  the  course  of  collecting  refuse  in  this 
rural  area  and  a  total  of  12,120  cu.  yds  of  refuse  was 
collected  and  disposed  of.  Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled 
tipping  at  Gaddon  Down,  Uffculme. 


Salvage. 

The  collection  of  salvage  paper  during  the  year  1951 
realised  the  sum  of  £593  16s. 


Salvage  paper  was  collected  during  the  normal  refuse 
collections  and  there  was  no  additional  expense  either  in 
labour  or  transport. 
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Summary  of  Inspections  of  the  Area 
by  Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspectors. 


Inspections  of  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  . .  9 

Milk  Samples  taken  from  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy 

Farms)  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Bakehouse  Inspections  . .  . .  . ,  12 

Shops  and  Food  Stores  .  .  ..  ..  28 

Slaughterhouse  Visits  and  Inspections  . .  . .  721 

Inspections  of  Butchers’  and  other  Shops  . .  . .  15 

Number  of  Carcases  Examined  . .  . .  31,276 

Amount  of  Unsound  Meat  85  tons,  6  cwts.,  24  lbs. 

Knacker’s  Yard  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  4 

Rodent  Control  Inspections  , .  . .  . .  48 

Building  Bye-law  and  Town  and  Country  Planning 

Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  672 

Petroleum  Storage  Inspections  . .  . .  21 

Caravan  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  28 

Fried  Fish  Shop  Inspections  ..  .  .  ..  3 

Public  Conveniences  . .  . .  . .  27 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Private  Water  Supplies  35 

Drainage  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  135 

Inspections  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants  . .  . .  19 

Piggeries  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  16 

Cattle  Market  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  2 

Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Ice  Cream  . .  17 

Refuse  Tip  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  45 

Refuse  Complaints  Investigated  . .  . .  28 

Sewerage  Works  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  133 

Smoke  Abatement  Inspections  ..  ..  Nil 

Nuisances  and  Complaints  Investigated  ..  ..  143 

Disinfections— Infectious  Diseases  8,  Verminous  3  . .  11 

Inspections  of  Schools  . .  . ,  . .  7 

Water  Sampling. 

Five  wells  were  closed  during  the  year  under  review. 


H 


Water  Samples  Taken  : 


Total 

Parish.  Unsatisfactory.  Satisfactory.  Taken 


Bickleigh 

Cullompton 

Halberton 

Hockworthy 

Holcombe  Rogus 

Huntsham 

Loxbeare 

Morebath 

Templeton 

Thorverton 

Uffculme 

Washfield 

Willand 

Totals : 


112 
112 
1—1 
—  11 

4—4 
2  _  2 

—  11 

3  14 

—  11 

2—2 
—  11 

112 
1—1 

16  8  24 


Caravan,  Moveable  Dwelling  and  Camping  Sites. 

(Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

No.  of  sites  licensed  during  the  year  ..  ..11 

Total  No.  of  licensed  sites  at  end  of  year  under  review  20 
No.  of  sites  refused  licence  during  the  year  . .  1 

The  site  refused  was  in  respect  of  the  Rutbheld  Site, 
Silverton.  Due  to  an  unsatisfactory  standard  of  sanitary 
provision  the  site  was  not  re-licensed  and  was  ordered  to  be 
closed. 

Of  the  20  sites  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  was 
an  occasional  caravan  site  at  Waterloo  Cross,  Uffculme. 
The  remaining  19  sites  were  in  respect  of  individual  car¬ 
avan  sites  occupied  by  persons  awaiting  permanent  housing 
accommodation,  and  were  licensed  only  having  regard  to 
the  special  circumstances. 

All  the  licensed  sites  are  for  temporary  periods  of  three 
to  five  years  and  each  site  has  also  received  permission 
under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947. 


Section  C— FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors . 


Number  or 


Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

U) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

11 

3 

Nil 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

38 

1 

Nil 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

51 

4 

Nil 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Want  of  cleanliness — Nil.  Remedied— Nil. 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

{a)  Insufficient — 1.  Remedied— 1. 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective— 2.  Remedied — 2. 

Inadequate  ventilation — 1.  Remedied — 1. 

Total  Number  of  Defects  Found— 4. 

Total  Number  of  Defects  Remedied— 4. 

3.— MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE. 

Two  certificates  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  were  granted  during  the  year. 

1 6 


Section  D— TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947, 

AND  BUILDING  BYELAWS. 


Deposited 

Approved 

Rejected 

Plans  and  applicationsin  respect 
of  Buildings  and  other  develop¬ 
ment 

304 

- 

293 

n 

Plans  and  applications  under 
Control  of  Advertisement  Regs. 

15 

13 

2 

“Outline”  and  informal  plans 
and  applications 

30 

28 

2 

Totals 

349 

334 

15 

There  were  no  appeals  against  decisions  under  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947,  during  the  year 
under  review. 


Section  E — BUILDING  LICENSING  (Defence  Regulation  56a). 

1.  Licenses  granted  by  the  Council  for: 

(a)  New  Dwellings  (other  than  Farmhouses)  12 

(b)  Repair,  Maintenance,  Conversion  (other 

than  Farmhouses)  . .  . .  . .  34 

Total  number  of  licenses  granted  by  the  Council  46 

2.  Licenses  Granted  by  Ministry  of  Works  for: 

(a)  New  Farmhouses  ..  ..  .  -  1 

(b)  New  Buildings  (other  than  Farmhouses)  . .  28 

(c)  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc.  ..  . .  52 

Total  number  of  licenses  granted  by  Ministry 

of  Works  . .  . .  . .  81 

The  Council  had  a  waiting  list  of  82  applicants  for 
private  enterprise  building  licenses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review. 

Nine  additional  units  of  accommodation  were  provided 
during  the  year  a^  a  result  of  the  conversion  and  adaptation 
of  buildings. 
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13  private  enterprise  new  dwellings  were  completed 
during  the  year,  five  of  which  were  farmhouses  licensed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Works.  At  the  end  of  the  year  four  new 
dwellings  were  still  under  constiuction. 

A  total  of  98  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  applications  for  private  enterprise  building 
licenses. 


Section  F— COUNCIL  HOUSING  SCHEME. 


Number  of  Council  Houses  erected  and  completed 


during  the  year 

•  • 

•  • 

73 

Number  of  Council  Houses  under 

construction 

at 

31st  December,  1951 

•  • 

•  • 

32 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses 
date  (1945— 1951) 

erected  to 

274 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  erected  prior 
to  1945 

516 

790 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  sites  were  approved 
for  construction  of  Council  Houses  but  work  on  the  schemes 
had  not  been  started. 


Traditional 

Non -Traditional 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Site  (Parish) 

Houses 

Site  (Parish) 

Houses 

Ashill 

4 

Bampton 

..  12 

Bickleigh 

.  12 

Cullompton 

. .  40 

Bradninch 

.  12 

Halberton 

..  24 

Burlescombe 

.  12 

Hemyock 

..  12 

Butterleigh 

2 

Kentisbeare 

8 

Cadbury 

2 

Sampford  Peverell  36 

Clayhanger 

4 

Uffculme  . . 

..  34 

Culmstock 

.  18 

Willand  .. 

..  30 

Clayhidon 

2 

Cruwys  Morchard 

2 

Holcombe  Rogus . 

6 

Hock  worthy 

2 

Huntsham 

2 

Loxbeare 

2 

Nomansland 

4 

Oakford 

2 

Stoodleigh 

6 

Templeton 

2 

Silverton 

6 

Thorverton 

6 
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Section  G — HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  62 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  70 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub- heading  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid¬ 
ated  Regulations,  1925  ..  ..  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading 
and  found  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ..  ..Nil 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  . .  .  .  . .  14 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  . .  • .  . .  6 

W  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  ..  ••  ..Nil 

13. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  . .  .  •  . .  1 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  . .  •  •  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ..  ..  ..Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  were  accepted  . .  . .  2 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . .  ..  ..  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  . .  . .  . .  2 


Rural  Housing  Survey. 

No  action  in  regard  to  this  Survey  was  taken  during 
the  year  under  review. 


Section  H— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 

or  sale  of  ice  cream  during  the  year  . .  . .  13 

Total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  47 

Of  the  total  number  of  premises  registered,  five  were 
registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  42  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed 
ice  cream  only. 


Meat  Inspection. 

Two  slaughterhouses  have  again  been  in  use  during  the 
year,  i.e.,  the  Government  Slaughterhouse  and  Messrs. 
C.  &  T.  Harris  (Caine)  Ltd.,  both  at  Tiverton  Junction. 
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The  work  of  Meat  Inspection  has  received  special 
attention.  As  a  full-time  Meat  Inspector  is  employed,  the 
Ante-Mortem,  as  well  as  the  Post-Mortem  examination  of 
all  abattoir  animals  is  undertaken.  This  is  of  paramount 
importance  especially  as  in  addition  to  29,885  graded 
animals,  a  very  large  number  of  casualty-slaughtered 
animals  have  been  dealt  with  (1,391  during  the  year), 
which  require  special  attention. 

Of  these  casualty  animals,  340  were  totally  condemned. 
The  latter  number  includes  128  sheep  carcases  condemned — 
the  majority  of  which  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
advanced  pregnancy-toxaemia.  This  condition,  which  is 
commonly  referred  to  as  “twin-disease”  amongst  farmers, 
is  a  toxic  disease  often  affecting  in-lamb  ewes,  and  is  fairly 
prevalent  in  this  area  at  or  near  lambing  time  and  is 
responsible  for  considerable  economic  loss. 

Another  cause  of  economic  loss  has  been  the  liver  fluke, 
Distoma  Hepatica,  which  has  caused  the  condemnation  of 
a  very  large  number  of  bovine  and  sheep  livers.  This  is 
directly  attributable  to  the  wet  state  of  pasturage  due  to 
excessive  rain. 

Two  cases  of  localised  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  detected 
during  the  year— both  in  good  quality  heifers. 

Throughout  the  year  use  has  been  made  where  necessary 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Exeter,  for  the 
microscopic  examination  of  specimens,  blood-smears,  etc. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  and  general  cleanliness 
observed  at  the  Government  slaughterhouse  is  not  always 
entirely  satisfactory.  Active  steps  are  being  taken  to 
remedy  this.  The  slaughterhouse  of  C.  &  T.  Harris  (Caine) 
Ltd.  wras  maintained  in  excellent  condition. 

Anumber  of  improvementsto  theGovernment  slaughter¬ 
house  are  being  carried  out,  foremost  of  wrhich  is  the 
complete  re-wiring  and  re-arrangement  of  the  lighting 
S3^stem — an  improvement  which  is  very  welcome  from  the 
point  of  view  of  meat  inspection. 

Relationship  and  liaison  writh  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the 
Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association  and  the  Slaughtering 
Contractors  have  remained  excellent. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

(including 
1281  Cows) 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

3104 

2782 

13919 

11471 

Number  inspected 

3104 

2782 

13919 

11471 

All  Diseases  except  T.B. — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

73 

65 

200 

52 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

1375 

13 

1399 

362 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

467% 

2'8% 

11-5% 

4% 

Tuberculosis  Only  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

66 

6 

— 

74 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

514 

2 

_ 

1760 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  T.B. 

19% 

0-3% 

— 

16% 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act.  The  Electro¬ 
leather  is  used  for  the  stunning  of  sheep  and  pigs  and  the 
Cash  Captive  Bolt  for  bullocks  and  calves. 

During  the  year  two  new  licenses  to  slaughter  animals 
were  granted  and  seven  such  licenses  were  renewed.  All 
for  periods  of  three  years. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Section  57. 

Nine  licenses  were  granted  in  respect  of  Slaughterhouses 
during  the  year  and  one  Knacker’s  Yard  licence  was  granted. 

Adulteration. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  as  this  work  continues  to  be  performed  by  the  County 
Council. 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

This  work  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  County 
Medical  Department  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratories. 


Food  Bye-Laws  and  Clean  Food  Campaigns. 

Careful  supervision  and  inspection  of  restaurants  and 
cafes,  including  food  preparation  premises,  has  continued 
during  the  year. 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Council’s 
Food  Bye-Laws. 


Milk  Supply — Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1949. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy 
Farms)  has  continued  during  the  year  and  improvements 
have  been  effected  where  necessary  by  informal  action. 

In  August  of  1951  the  Authority  was  obliged  to  take 
necessary  action  in  connection  with  a  case  of  suspected 
infection  of  T.T.  Milk.  The  samples,  however,  proved  non- 
tuberc.ulous  and  the  Notices  were  accordingly  withdrawn 
in  the  following  month. 

During  the  year : 

Two  Dealers’  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 
Designation  “  T.T.”  ; 

one  Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 
Designation  “  Pasteurised  ”  ; 

one  Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the 
use  of  the  Special  Designation  “  T.T.”  ;  and 

one  Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the 
use  of  the  Special  Designation  “  Pasteurised  ” 

were  granted. 

Seven  Dealers’  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  Designation  “  T.T.”  were  renewed  and  two  premises 
were  registered  as  Dairies  (not  being  Dairy  Farms). 

Continued  progress  has  been  made  in  the  improvement 
and  construction  of  cow-shippons  and  the  Ministry  of  Works 
has  given  special  consideration  to  applications  for  building 
licenses  for  this  type  of  work. 
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All  plans  relating  to  cow-shippons  continue  to  be 
referred  to  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer  for  approval 
from  a  milk  production  standpoint. 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  &  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

The  above  Act  came  into  operation  on  1st  November, 
1951.  The  regulations  made  under  the  Act  apply  to  prem¬ 
ises  where  filling  materials  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
bedding,  toys,  baby  carriages  and  other  articles  of  upholstery 
and  which  are  known  as  “  Registered  Premises.”  It  also 
applies  to  premises  where  rag  flock  is  (a)  manufactured,  or 
( b )  stored  for  distribution  to  “  Registered  Premises,”  and 
are  known  as  “  Licensed  Premises.” 

The  regulations  prescribe  ( a )  standards  of  cleanliness 
for  each  kind  of  filling  material  to  which  the  Act  applies, 
and  ( b )  the  duties  of  each  local  authority  in  administering 
the  regulations  by  way  of  tests,  inspections,  records, 
licensing  and  registration. 

There  were  no  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies 
functioning  in  the  district  during  the  year  and  no  action 
was,  therefore,  taken  under  the  Act. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  continued  to 
maintain  a  Rodent  Destruction  Service  in  conjunction  with 
the  Tiverton  Borough  Council,  the  same  qualified  operator 
carrying  out  inspections  and  treatments  in  the  areas  of  both 
authorities 

Owing  to  the  increased  demand  for  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operator,  it  was  decided  that  as  from  the  1st  Jan¬ 
uary,  1952,  the  Council  should  run  its  own  Rodent  Control 
Service  and  it  has  appointed  its  own  operator  for  this  purpose. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried 
out  in  this  district  by  Mr.  Luxon  under  the  joint  scheme 
during  the  year  1951. 
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Inspections  carried  out  as 
a  result  of — (a)  notifications 
(b)  otherwise  . . 

Number  of  premises  found 
to  be  infested —  Major  . . 

Minor  .. 

Properties  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  with  mice 

Number  of  infested  proper¬ 
ties  which  were  treated  . . 

Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4 — 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  works 


Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

Dwell¬ 

ing 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

culture 

Business 

16 

3 

14 

12 

25 

25 

60 

3 

1 

10 

3 

3 

21 

2 

22 

o 

6 

1  Cvj 

1  (N 

7 

1 

Z 

25 

— 

— 

— 

PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS. 

Number  of  storage  licenses  renewed  for  1951  . .  134 

Number  of  new  licenses  granted  during  1951  . .  21 

Total  number  of  premises  licensed  at  the  end  of  1951  155 

One  storage  licence  in  respect  of  the  storage  of  carbide 
of  calcium  was  granted  during  the  year. 


MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

A  visit  to,  and  a  comprehensive  inspection  of  the 
district  was  made  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  by  Dr.  Cauchi, 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Inspections  included  sewerage 
disposal  works,  ice  cream  manufacturing  premises,  bake¬ 
houses,  council  housing  sites,  etc. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for 
their  help  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

G.  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


. 
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